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A memorable line from the big screen is Arnold Schwarzengger, 
exclaiming in the 1984 film The Terminator, “I’ll be back”! Our return 
may not be as drama�c as Arnold coming through the police
sta�on window, but....WE’RE BACK!

A�er 15 months of not mee�ng due to COVID, the Chamber had a box office hit with 
Denim and Diamonds at the Gem on Friday night, April 30.  It was great to see 
many of us gather together for a fes�val of film, showing off the beau�fully 
renovated Gem Theater in Downtown Mulberry . The evening included dinner out 
in the street on a beau�ful Florida evening, music, dancing and live entertainment. 
See the pictures and read more about this event in this issue.  WE’RE BACK

We followed this up with ge�ng back to our regularly scheduled monthly chamber 
breakfasts, returning to some semblance of normal, with our first in person 
breakfast on May 19.  We have had a good crowd at our breakfast, but this is an 
opportunity for those who have been si�ng on the sidelines to come on in and 
get involved.  As we look towards a full return to normalcy (or the new normal), it’s 
a great �me to evaluate new opportuni�es for networking and friendship.  Come 
join us the third Wednesday of each month as we connect with each other over 
breakfast.  WE’RE BACK!

A�er a most challenging year for many of our businesses, we are pu�ng 2020
behind us and looking to the future of the Chamber and our mission to support 
and celebrate the business community in the greater Mulberry area.  In 2020 we 
saw many businesses pivot their marke�ng, sales, customer service and service 
delivery strategies.  Now we can all look back to see what we learned that will 
make each of our businesses stronger.  At the Chamber, we are asking the same 
ques�on:  What can we do to make the Chamber stronger and increase the value 
to our members?  

As we move forward, you will see a return towards some normalcy as we will 
celebrate events such as the Monster Mash 5k, a business focused trivia night, our 
tradi�onal Fossils and Frost Mixer as well as other events being planned for the fall.  
You will also see a renewed focus on promo�on of our member businesses through 
social media, greater support for ribbon cu�ngs, celebra�ng successes together 
and welcoming new member businesses in our community.  

As we look to the future, we say a sad goodbye to our interim Director, Sandi 
Simpson.  Sandi came out of re�rement in February 2020 to serve our Chamber 
and was scheduled to be with us for 3 months while we searched for a new Director.  
Then COVID hit…  Over the past 17 months, Sandi’s amazing work kept the Chamber 
running and prepared us for our new Director.  Please join me in a big “Thank you” 
to Sandi and in welcoming Lilyan Robbins as our new Director.  Lilyan started on 
July 12. Please read her bio in this issue of the newsle�er and stop by and welcome 
her.  

2021 is certainly shaping up to be a breakout year.  WE’RE BACK!
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find the nearest store at :

www.badcock.com

R

ENVIRONMENTAL

Cleaning Earth
One Ton at a Time

Transportation
Treatment
Disposal

Drums & Bulk
Sludges
Liquids
Solids

ClarkEnv.com
863.425.4884
Mulberry, FL

 

Denim
& Diamonds

The Greater Mulberry Chamber of Commerce was unable to
hold its traditional awards and annual dinner due to Covid
concerns. However, a new event which allowed for more 
distance and space, but still tons of fun, was created - 
Denim & Diamonds at the Gem!!
Guests were welcomed to the newly restored Gem Theater, 
clothed in their best jeans and sparkling bling. As guests 
arrived, drinks were provided and fantastic raffle prizes were 
admired. Vice President Clarke Freed, created an engaging
presentation of classic movie musical clips and important 
chamber recognitions from the past year. After the presentation, the event kicked into high gear with 
live music from Joe’s Garage Band and delicious fare from Jimmy’s Seafood and Got Candy. 
It was wonderful to see our amazing chamber members in person again after a tough year. 

Thank you to all who attended, our incredible sponsors, and the event committee for their 
hard work! A round of applause for our sponsors: The City of Mulberry, ACT Environmental 
& Infrastructure, Clark Environmental, Badcock Home Furniture & More, Press Express, 
Doss Flowers and Gift Shop, Citizens Bank & trust, and Tracie Carley with Mary Kay!

Mulberry Chamber 3



meet our new director

Lilyan Robbins

 

 

 

 

  
  

    

 

                               Lilyan (Lil), a native Floridian, was born in 
                               Lake Park, Florida and spent much of her 
childhood in the southwest Miami area.  She relocated to Long Island, 
New York as a teenager where she lived until returning to Florida 
(Lakeland) in 2018.  Lilyan completed a long and satisfying career at 
New York Institute of Technology with her last position being 
Director of Extended Education and Conference Services.  
She comes to the Chamber with a vast array of experience and skills 
in communications, networking, vendor management, finance, and 
budgeting.  Lil was drawn to the Mulberry Chamber position by the 
diversity of responsibilities, working with a group of people toward 
a common goal, and an opportunity to give back to the community.  
Lil has traveled extensively both within the US and abroad and is an 
avid student of the American Civil War.  

Please stop in a welcome our new Director. 
The chamber office hours are 10am-4pm, Monday through Thursday.  

801 NW 3rd Street, Mulberry, FL 33860
209 East Canal Street, Mulberry, FL 33860

863-869-9624 or 863-425-0012
Email: just4kids@tampabay.rr.com

Just 4 Kids Preschool, Inc
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3.75” x 2.5”

   

$100
3.75” x 4.875”

  

$150
10.125” x 2.5”

  

$200
4.875” x 7.75”

  

$250
8.5” x 11”

   

$400

Call 863.425.4414 
or email 

chamber@mulberrychamber.org 
to schedule your ad today! 

Advantages:
Publicity Boost

Networking Opportunities
Assistance in Creating Business Solutions 

Educational Opportunities Available
Value Added Marketing

Community Involvement

When consumers know that a small 
business is a member of its local 
chamber, the business enjoys a 44% 
increase in is consumer favor ability 
rating, a 51% increase in consumer 
awareness, a 57% increase in its local 
reputation, and a 63% increase in the 
likelihood that they will patronize. 

Join 
Today!

Newsletter Advertising Rates
(4 issues - full color)

Newsletter printed by 
Press Express

pressexp1339@verizon.net

Business Card
Quarter Page
Third Page
Half Page
Full Page



Suzanne Murphy
Email: digitalrevenuenow@gmail.com

Phone: 863-581-9819

Graphic 
Design Business

Cards

Letterheads

Newsletters

Post 
Cards

Brochures

Programs

Envelopes

Manuals

EDDM
Mailers

Labels

& Much 
More

Laser 
ChecksFlyers

Office: (863) 687.9441
Fax: (863) 425.0121

pressexp1339@verizon.net
www.pressexpresspolk.net

Single/
Multiple

Part
Forms

101 NW 2nd St.
Mulberry, FL 33860
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Tracie Carley
Independent Sales Director
Marykay.com/tcarley

(863) 738-0145

“Thank You Mulberry Chamber
   for your continued support!”

®

C e n t e r S t a t e B a n k . c o m

Lake Miriam Branch
4719 S. Florida Ave.
Lakeland. FL 33813
863.648.0900

We’re here to
simplify your
banking life.

202 E. Canal Street 
Mulberry, Fl 33860
Phone: (863) 943-4401

Tuesday - Sunday
4:30 A.M. -Noon

Saturday
4:30 A.M. - 1P.M.

BREAKFAST • CROISSANTS • DONUTS • BAGELS • BISCUITS • MUFFINS • TURNOVERS • EGGROLL
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Bob & Debbie Knox/Traveling Fedoras
Specializing in Ocean Cruises, River Cruises, All-Inclusive vacations!

You dream it, we make it happen!

863-815-0995
www.TravelingFedoras.com



Carla Meeks

www.carlameeksrealtor.com
Buy, Sell, Build, Invest

Call me for theKEY to yournew home!

Not just a Realtor, 
Your Realtor!863-604-9287
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www.HurlburtFinancial.com

863.701.9717

Fee Only Fiduciary Advisors specializing in:
Personal Financial Planning
Retirement Planning
Estate Planning
Tax Strategies

Are You Ready...Get Ready...
G R O W !

Are You Ready...Get Ready...
G R O W !
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at city 
hall

meanwhile,

Summer has been a 
blast for the city! The 
Mulberry Public Library 
is all about tales and tails 
with a large amount of 
interactive programs for 
all ages.

The Mulberry Phosphate 
Museum is hosting a 
“month of sharks”. Its 
traditional “Shark Week 
Comes Ashore” was 
held virtually last year, as 

a result this year’s celebration is full of onsite 
activities the whole month of July. 

The Mulberry Cultural Center hosted a 
gorgeous exhibit of a print series, “You are what 
you Eat”, created by Stacy Tabb. The artwork 
featured  intricate, ornamental outlines of animals 
composed of the ingredients they consume. 

The Gem Theater is off and rolling with a wide 
variety of events. In June the theater partnered 
with Just Write Lakeland to present the 
comedic play Land of the Greedy Mouse.  The 
following week the theater presented “Peace of 
Woodstock”, a 90 minute live concert featuring 
the music of Woodstock. 

The city pool opened for the summer with a 
pirate-themed “Summer Splash” celebration. The 
local pool is open for the summer months annually.

Stay up to date with all the city’s events and new 
via social media, the city website, and its monthly 
e-newsletter. From everyone at City Hall, have a 
great summer!



863-225-1460

CELEBRATING OVER 100 YEARS OF STABLE FAMILY OWNERSHIP
Citizens Bank & Trust is committed to providing reliable, convenient and outstanding service 
to our customers throughout Polk County with 14 locations to serve you. Our South Lakeland 
office is only minutes away from downtown Mulberry. We are ready to show you why 
Citizens Bank & Trust is the only name you need to know to achieve your financial goals.

VISIT US TODAY AT 5850 FLORIDA AVE. S.

Dr. Kayla G. Wilkins
Board Certified Doctor of Audiology

• 3D Ear Scanning

• Diagnostic Hearing Evaluations
• Hearing Aids
• Cochlear Implant Evaluation & Programming
• Tinnitus Evaluation & Management
• Balance Assessments & Treatment
• Wax Removal
• 3D Ear Scanning
• Custom Ear Plugs

O: 863.646.3277   F: 863.646.3299
info@aspirehearing.com
aspirehearing.com
Follow us @aspirehearing

We Specialize In

Connect With Us
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• Community Funding*

• Leasing*

• CareCredit Financing*

• Wells Fargo Financing*

• We can even assist with transportation*!

THINK HEARING AIDS CAN’T 
BE AFFORDABLE?
Let us help you... we
have options!

Call 
863-279-4812 

for a FREE 
consultation**

more than just your hearing!

Deteriorating Health • Falling

Dementia • Loss of Income

Depression • Anxiety

Lakeland Hearing Care is part of Central Florida Speech & Hearing Center
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863.860.5333

120 E Pine St, Suite 6, Lakeland FL 33801
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Steve Githens
Multiple Line Representative

Michell Githens, Agent

Bus: (863) 533-8119   
Fax: (863) 804-0973
Cell: (863) 529-8679

595 West Main Street
Bartow, FL 33830-3658
steve@githensinsurance.com

24 Hour Good Neighbor Services Se Habla Español

214 E. CANAL ST., MULBERRY, FL 33860
 (863) 943-5917

Drive Thru: Mon.-Sat. 5am-10pm, Sun. 6am-10pm
Dine-In: 7am-10pm daily

BUY A 6-INCH SUB OR 6-INCH FLATBREAD WITH
A 21 OZ. DRINK AND GET ANOTHER 6-INCH SUB
OF EQUAL OR LESSER PRICE FOR FREE!

Additional charge for extras. Plus tax where applicable. May not be combined with any other offers, discount cards or coupons. Must be surrendered at time of purchase. No cash value.
One coupon per customer per visit. Void if transferred, sold, auctioned, reproduced or altered. SUBWAY® is a Registered Trademark of Subway IP Inc. ©2016 Subway IP Inc. SUBTAM-16154

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS | ONLY VALID AT 214 E. CANAL ST., MUBERRY, FL 33860

SUBWAY® is a Registered Trademark of Subway IP Inc. ©2016 Subway IP Inc. SUBTAM-16154

Commercial Cleaning 
& Restoration

A Higher Standard of Clean

(863)510-5962

Cell:  863-617-1976

sg@servpro9868.com

Stephanie Gillespie

Air Ducts

Tile and Grout 

Drapes and Blinds

Hard Floors 

Carpet and Upholstery

Odor

Biohazard and Sewage

VCT Strip and Wax

Water, Fire and Mold  

Trauma and Crime Scene

Call Today For a Free Cleaning Estimate! 
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Clarke Freed
Business Coach

FREED & ASSOCIATES, LLC
863-559-3786

clarke.freed@gmail.com

An independent certified coach, teacher and 
speaker with the John Maxwell Team

“Helping you create the change you want for yourself and your business.”
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Your Local Mulberry 
Real Estate Professionals

 
407 N. Church Avenue, Mulberry 

Kathy & Paul Chalue 
863.582.1109 

*Free Comparative Market Analysis 
*Professional Photography included 

*Proven Results for Buying and Selling 
* A committed team with 

      100% guarantee of service 
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Save the Dates
Upcoming Chamber Breakfasts
8am - 9am  Mulberry Civic Center

August 18 – Sponsored by Central Florida Health Care

September 15 – Sponsored by Mosaic

October 20 – Sponsored by Clark Environmental

November 17

December 15 – Sponsored by A-C-T Environmental

sponsor


