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First ian, then nicole...really?
Now what can we learn as a business community? 

As Nicole headed into towards Florida in early November, many organizations 
including schools, businesses, and governments decided to close their doors on 
November 9, fearing the worst.  However, the City of Mulberry remained open for 
business… not afraid of the hurricane, turned tropical storm, headed our way.  
What can we learn from Mulberry’s stance in the face of the storm?

We have had many reasons to fear over the past 3 years as the business closings 
from COVID devastated our economy. Ideological divisions gripped our nation as 
not seen since the 1960’s, and political unrest continues on both sides of the 
aisle. Then comes Ian and Nicole as mother nature �exes her muscles and wants 
to get into the action.  However, we can choose how to respond in the face of 
such recent events.  During COVID when many businesses felt they were forced 
to close, ingenious entrepreneurs chose to pivot and provide their goods and 
services in new and di�erent ways.  As political and racial unrest has gripped our 
nation, some will run and hide while others choose to love those we may not 
always agree with and have chosen not to participate in the cancel culture 
around us.  As Nicole headed our way, at least one city chose not to participate.
This is a time, more than ever, for the business community to come together, to 
seek common ground and gather around common interests.  It’s a time for 
government, non-pro�ts, and businesses to work together to solve problems 
that hinder some from moving forward.  Some of those hindered are the 
underserved businesses, the entrepreneurs that need a leg up and an 
opportunity to shine.  They also need a winner’s attitude that may have been 
subdued over the past couple of years.  It’s time to help each other be winners.
  
My challenge is twofold.  First an attitude and second an action.  
For the attitude - those who know me, know that I embrace an attitude of 
abundance, NOT scarcity.  An abundance attitude is a belief that there is more 
than enough business to go around for everyone to win, especially those who 
provide an outstanding product backed by great service at a competitive price.  
Many of us heard the County Manager speak a few weeks ago as he briefed the 
chamber on the explosive growth in Polk County.  This creates opportunity for 
all.  Understanding this is just a small piece of the abundance attitude I am 
talking about.
  
For the action - grow your network!  Take time to get to know your neighboring 
businesses, your other Chamber member businesses, your competitor 
businesses.  Ask them to share a co�ee (at Stone Cabin for example) or lunch and 
get to know each other’s business.  Use it as an opportunity to grow your own 
network, meet great people, provide referrals, and do business with people you 
come to know, like and trust.   

This is what your Chamber is all about, connecting 
people and growing businesses.  Have fun! 
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Every Small Business has their plans.

Let’s talk about yours. 

Call Stephanie Colón at 863.698.0569
 

 

 

 

Member
Spotlight

Miller's Ale House where it feels like home. Laid back and family friendly 
sports bar. O�fering delicious, nutritious and customizable menu items all day.  
Also o�ering everyday food and drink specials. 

Want it to-go or catered? Visit us online for reasonable prices at millersalehouse.com 
or easycatering.com for no wait, curbside delivery. 

Miller's Ale House gives back and builds relationships in surrounding neighborhoods.  We are 
running fundraisers for the Mulberry High school football team and music department/band.  The 
�rst Monday and Wednesday of December we will be holding fundraising Spirit Night for the high 
school  We look forward to serving you and your families real soon!!
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Call 863.425.4414 
or email 

chamber@mulberrychamber.org 
to schedule your ad today! 

Advantages:
Publicity Boost

Networking Opportunities
Assistance in Creating Business Solutions 

Educational Opportunities Available
Value Added Marketing

Community Involvement

When consumers know that a small 
business is a member of its local 
chamber, the business enjoys a 44% 
increase in is consumer favor ability 
rating, a 51% increase in consumer 
awareness, a 57% increase in its local 
reputation, and a 63% increase in the 
likelihood that they will patronize. 

Newsletter printed by 
Press Express

pressexp1339@verizon.net

Business Card
Quarter Page
Half Page
Full Page

Join 
Today!

Newsletter Advertising Rates
(3 issues - full color)

KKeeeeppiinngg  YYoouurr  BBeesstt  HHeeaalltthh  aatt  HHeeaarrtt  SSiinnccee  11997722 
Polk • Highlands • Hardee

866.234.8534 | cfhconline.org | 

Medical Dental Pharmacy
OBGYN Behavioral Health Optometry
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DID YOU KNOW???
Florida is the #1 state for overseas visitors.
Florida is a top 5 state for manufacturing 
jobs and a top 3 state for technology jobs.
We are #1 state for business startups and top 
3 state for research and development funding 
and patents issued.
Florida job creators are telling us: 
73% have trouble recruiting qualified can-
didates, with over ½ of new hires requiring 
additional skills training
58.4% anticipate need for reskilling/upskilling 
current employees
What Florida job creators are telling us: 
73% have trouble recruiting qualified 
candidates, with over ½ of new hires 
requiring additional skills training 
58.4% anticipate need for 
reskilling/upskilling current employees
Most Recent Metrics (Florida)
Florida surpasses pre-pandemic employment 
levels (+357,000)
Unemployment Rate Fell to 2.7% (0.1% lower 
than June, and down 1.8% from July 2021)

Congratulations all of 
our Mulberry Chamber 

Members who WON 
Best of Central Florida 2022 

Awards! 
We are so proud of each of you, and 
honored to have you in this Chamber!

Carlton Arms of South Lakeland   

Bartow Ford Company 

Two Men and a Truck - Polk County 

Edward Jones 

Servepro 

Dena's Place Diner & Grill 

Eye Specialists of Mid Florida PA 

Central Florida Speech and Hearing 
Center 

Rita Staffing 

Citizens Bank & Trust 

Spath Jewelers



Suzanne Murphy
Email: digitalrevenuenow@gmail.com

Phone: 863-581-9819

Graphic 
Design Business

Cards

Letterheads

Newsletters

Post 
Cards

Brochures

Programs

Envelopes

Manuals

EDDM
Mailers

Labels

& Much 
More

Laser 
ChecksFlyers

Office: (863) 687.9441
Fax: (863) 425.0121

pressexp1339@verizon.net
www.pressexpresspolk.net

Single/
Multiple

Part
Forms

101 NW 2nd St.
Mulberry, FL 33860
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Ambassador
Spotlight

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  
  

  

    

Tim Birri
 

 

 

 

Meet Tim Birri one of our Chamber Ambassadors.

•   Tim is with Edward Jones Investments since May 2020, previously 
with Publix Super Markets for 35 years. Edward Jones, which turned 
100 years in January 2022, is an associate-owned private partnership 
with more than 50,000 associates with 1.8 trillion in assets under 
management.  Our goal is to help meet the financial needs of individual 
investors with personalized client service and carefully chosen quality 
investments. 

•  The agency became part of the Chamber in June 2021

•  What I like most about the Mulberry chamber is that it is a very active chamber within the 
community. There are not only a lot of fun chamber activities, there is a great support for the 
community and businesses. Being part of the chamber has helped educate me on local and county 
events.
•  The short time I've been there it seems like there is a family atmosphere. Everyone is helping 
each other to achieve success while also looking to what is best for the community.  

If you are interested in becoming a chamber ambassador please contact Lisa Hall at lhall@ritastaffing.com
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Bob & Debbie Knox/Traveling Fedoras
Specializing in Ocean Cruises, River Cruises, All-Inclusive vacations!

You dream it, we make it happen!

863-815-0995
www.TravelingFedoras.com

 

 

You’re Invited! 
Join us for a fun presenta�on with Royal Caribbean’s Kirk Diebold and 
your Traveling Fedoras - featuring our hosted cruise, February 4, 2024 

on the brand new Royal Caribbean Wonder of the Seas! 
This hosted cruise includes EXCLUSIVE events, On Board Credit, gi�s, 

prizes, and SURPRISES! 
Special bonus for those a�ending the event! 

Space is limited, so please RSVP: 
dknox@dreamvaca�ons.com or 863-815-0995 (no text) 

Presenta�on Date:  February 25, 2023   1:30 – 2:30 
Presenta�on Loca�on:  My Office & More, Lakeland 

 



www.HurlburtFinancial.com

863.701.9717

Fee Only Fiduciary Advisors specializing in:
Personal Financial Planning
Retirement Planning
Estate Planning
Tax Strategies

Are You Ready...Get Ready...
G R O W !

Are You Ready...Get Ready...
G R O W !

SECOND LOCATION
863-285-8636

107 W. Broadway, Ste. A
Fort Meade, FL 33841

New Second Loca�on
107 West Broadway Street, Suite A 

Fort Meade, FL 33841
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Chamber Members
New Greater Mulberry

The Greater Mulberry Chamber of Commerce would like to welcome the following new members.  We 
encourage you to stop by or somehow connect with them and give them a warm Mulberry welcome.

The Mortgage Firm
2020 Edgewood Drive South
Lakeland
863-512-3999
Contact:  Candice Clark
The Mortgage Firm helps people make their 
dream a reality. We have many di�erent products 
which can help people with downpayment 
assistance to investors looking for new sources of 
income. I would love to help you

Willow Oak School
4815 Bailey Road
Mulberry
863-943-6270
Contact: Michelle Townley
Willow Oak – Pre-K through 5th grade.  Teachers 
and support sta� work diligently to provide a 
challenging and loving educational experience 
for all students.  Proud to o�er the �rst Early 
Childhood Learning Center and Elementary 
Agricultural program in Polk County public 
schools.
 
Roost Realty Group
5304 South Florida Avenue
Lakeland
863-255-9130
Contact: Barbara Wiechmann
Serving the real estate needs of Polk County
for more than 20 years. Whether you’re Buying
or Selling call Barb Wiechmann at 863-255-9130

Double M Audio
3647 Dogwood Court
Lakeland
404-791-4266
Contact: Melissa Moran
Melissa Moran is a voice over talent specializing in
 commercials, e-learning, corporate VO, and has 
narrated over 300 audiobooks. She’s also a certi�ed 
Life Coach who helps creative women design their 
best life and hosts the podcast “The VO Mindset”

Valley Bank
427 South Florida Avenue
Lakeland
863-581-8888
Contact: Stephanie Colon
Every Small Business has their plans.
Let’s talk about yours. 
Call Stephanie Colón at 863.698.0569

RCMA (Redlands Christian Migrant Association)
4441 Academy Drive
Mulberry
863-425-9246
Contact: Dani Higgins
At RCMA, Non-pro�t assisting low-income and the 
migrant farm working community with everything 
from early childhood education, health care and 
tablets for homework.  We help both children and 
parents.
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• Build
• Invest

There's no place like
YOUR OWN home!

 

Merry Christmas
from my family to yours!

Not just a Realtor Your Realtor!
Carla J. Meeks

863-604-9287
www.carlameeksrealtor.com

• Buy
• Sell
• Build
• Invest
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at city 
hall

meanwhile,

‘Tis the season for the city is abuzz with holiday 
happenings. On December 2nd, the city will 
host its annual Christmas Tree Lighting program 
followed by a cookie stroll. What’s better than 
Christmas cheer and cookies? 

On December 10th, the City will host its annual 
Christmas Parade. This year’s theme is “Sounds of 
the Season”. Floats, cars, and walking units will be 
makig a joyful noise through the NE quadrant of 
the city.  

Immediately following the parade will be the city’s 
Christmas Village at Spence Park. Guests will enjoy 
carriage rides, visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus, shop  
with local vendors, and enjoy s’mores by a bonfire. 

The Mulberry Cultural Center will host its eighth 
annual “Merry and Bright” juried student art 
exhibition. The artwork of talented local students 
will be on display from December 8th through 
January 6th. 

The Mulberry Public Library received some 
Christmas joy of their own by way of local UPS 
stores.  Annually, UPS locations participate in “Toys 
for Tots Literacy Drive”. Three local UPS stores 
(Imperial Lakes, Harden Blvd., and Lake Miriam) 
were so successful in their fundraising drive that 
they could choose an organization to be the 

recipient.  Angel Huckery (UPS employee and 
chamber member) recommended the Mulberry 
Public Library in recognition for their continued 
outreach to children in the surrounding community.    
All city staff would like to thank UPS for this 
generous Christmas gift! Most importantly, the 
books will be distributed at the library’s Storytime 
with Santa on December 14th!



Clarke Freed
Business Coach

FREED & ASSOCIATES, LLC
863-559-3786

clarke.freed@gmail.com

An independent certified coach, teacher and 
speaker with the John Maxwell Team

“Helping you create the change you want for yourself and your business.”

Tracie Carley
Independent Sr. Sales Director
Marykay.com/tcarley

(863) 738-0145

®

THANK YOU
for supporting my business! 202 E. Canal Street 

Mulberry, Fl 33860
Phone: (863) 943-4401

Tuesday - Sunday
4:30 A.M. -Noon

Saturday
4:30 A.M. - 1P.M.

BREAKFAST • CROISSANTS • DONUTS • BAGELS • BISCUITS • MUFFINS • TURNOVERS • EGGROLL
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• Community Funding*

• Leasing*

• CareCredit Financing*

• Wells Fargo Financing*

• We can even assist with transportation*!

THINK HEARING AIDS CAN’T 
BE AFFORDABLE?
Let us help you... we
have options!

Call 
863-279-4812 

for a FREE 
consultation**

more than just your hearing!

Deteriorating Health • Falling

Dementia • Loss of Income

Depression • Anxiety

Lakeland Hearing Care is part of Central Florida Speech & Hearing Center

863.860.5333

120 E Pine St, Suite 6, Lakeland FL 33801
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Banking for  
what’s next. 

4719 S. Florida Avenue  |  Lakeland, FL 
863.648.0900  |  SouthStateBank.com Member 

FDIC

Michell Githens
Agent

595 West Main Street
Bartow, FL 33830
Bus 863.533.8119   Fax 863.804.0973
www.githensinsurance.com

NMLS MB #11089 NMLS MLO #387069 MLO License #L06148

Walk in, Mail in, Call in, Click in R

214 E. CANAL ST., MULBERRY, FL 33860
 (863) 943-5917

Drive Thru: Mon.-Sat. 5am-10pm, Sun. 6am-10pm
Dine-In: 7am-10pm daily

BUY A 6-INCH SUB OR 6-INCH FLATBREAD WITH
A 21 OZ. DRINK AND GET ANOTHER 6-INCH SUB
OF EQUAL OR LESSER PRICE FOR FREE!

Additional charge for extras. Plus tax where applicable. May not be combined with any other offers, discount cards or coupons. Must be surrendered at time of purchase. No cash value.
One coupon per customer per visit. Void if transferred, sold, auctioned, reproduced or altered. SUBWAY® is a Registered Trademark of Subway IP Inc. ©2016 Subway IP Inc. SUBTAM-16154

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS | ONLY VALID AT 214 E. CANAL ST., MUBERRY, FL 33860

SUBWAY® is a Registered Trademark of Subway IP Inc. ©2016 Subway IP Inc. SUBTAM-16154

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE WATER

MOLD

FIRE

SERVPRO® of 

Independently Owned and Operated

Like it never even happened.®
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Your Local Mulberry 
Real Estate Professionals

 
407 N. Church Avenue, Mulberry 

Kathy & Paul Chalue 
863.582.1109 

*Free Comparative Market Analysis 
*Professional Photography included 

*Proven Results for Buying and Selling 
* A committed team with 

      100% guarantee of service 
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Save the Dates
December 14 - Chamber Breakfast - 8am - 9am Mulberry Civic Center
THURSDAY         Sponsored by ACT	          Doors open at 7:30

January 18 - Chamber Breakfast - 8am - 9am Mulberry Civic Center
                        Sponsored by TBA	          Doors open at 7:30

January 21 - Annual Dinner - 6pm - 10pm - Hilton Garden Inn

February 15 - Chamber Breakfast - 8am - 9am Mulberry Civic Center
                        Sponsored by TBA	          Doors open at 7:30

March 15 - Chamber Breakfast - 8am - 9am Mulberry Civic Center
                        Sponsored by TBA	          Doors open at 7:30

sponsor


