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MESSAGE FROM OUR
PRESIDENT CLARKE FREED

FIRST IAN, THEN NICOLE...REALLY?

Now what can we learn as a business community?

As Nicole headed into towards Florida in early November, many organizations
including schools, businesses, and governments decided to close their doors on
November 9, fearing the worst. However, the City of Mulberry remained open for
business... not afraid of the hurricane, turned tropical storm, headed our way.
What can we learn from Mulberry’s stance in the face of the storm?

We have had many reasons to fear over the past 3 years as the business closings
from COVID devastated our economy. Ideological divisions gripped our nation as
not seen since the 1960’s, and political unrest continues on both sides of the
aisle. Then comes lan and Nicole as mother nature flexes her muscles and wants
to get into the action. However, we can choose how to respond in the face of
such recent events. During COVID when many businesses felt they were forced
to close, ingenious entrepreneurs chose to pivot and provide their goods and
services in new and different ways. As political and racial unrest has gripped our
nation, some will run and hide while others choose to love those we may not
always agree with and have chosen not to participate in the cancel culture
around us. As Nicole headed our way, at least one city chose not to participate.
This is a time, more than ever, for the business community to come together, to
seek common ground and gather around common interests. It's a time for
government, non-profits, and businesses to work together to solve problems
that hinder some from moving forward. Some of those hindered are the
underserved businesses, the entrepreneurs that need a leg up and an
opportunity to shine. They also need a winner’s attitude that may have been
subdued over the past couple of years. It's time to help each other be winners.

My challenge is twofold. First an attitude and second an action.

For the attitude - those who know me, know that | embrace an attitude of
abundance, NOT scarcity. An abundance attitude is a belief that there is more
than enough business to go around for everyone to win, especially those who
provide an outstanding product backed by great service at a competitive price.
Many of us heard the County Manager speak a few weeks ago as he briefed the
chamber on the explosive growth in Polk County. This creates opportunity for
all. Understanding this is just a small piece of the abundance attitude | am
talking about.

For the action - grow your network! Take time to get to know your neighboring
businesses, your other Chamber member businesses, your competitor
businesses. Ask them to share a coffee (at Stone Cabin for example) or lunch and
get to know each other’s business. Use it as an opportunity to grow your own
network, meet great people, provide referrals, and do business with people you
come to know, like and trust.

THIS IS WHAT YOUR CHAMBER IS ALL ABOUT, CONNECTING
PEOPLE AND GROWING BUSINESSES. HAVE FUN!



Member

SPOTLIGHT

MILLER'S ALE HOUSE Where it feels like home. Laid back and family friendly
sports bar. Offfering delicious, nutritious and customizable menu items all day.
Also offering everyday food and drink specials.

Want it to-go or catered? Visit us online for reasonable prices at MILLERSALEHOUSE.COM
or EASYCATERING.COM for no wait, curbside delivery.

MILLER'S ALE HOUSE gives back and builds relationships in surrounding neighborhoods. We are

running fundraisers for the Mulberry High school football team and music department/band. The
first Monday and Wednesday of December we will be holding fundraising Spirit Night for the high

school We look forward to serving you and your families real soon!!
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ALE-HOUSE

CLARK ENVIRONMENTAL IS NOW

, , PART OF ENVIROSERVE
Every Small Business has their plans.

E|/ Non-Haz Treatment & Recycling
E|/ Waste Transportation

Let's talk s,
et’s talk about yours T T o —

WWWw.enviroserve.com

(863) 425-4884

247 Emergency Response: (800) 488-0910

Call Stephanie Colon at 863.698.0569
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Keeping Your Best Health at Heart Since 1972
Polk - Highlands - Hardee
Medical Dental Pharmacy
OBGYN Behavioral Health Optometry
Central Florida s

Health Care R Ox .i'__

Health Care With a Heart

866.234.8534 | cfheonline.org | (D O O
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c olele e », O e Dﬂss Flnwers & Gift,s
0 P.O. Box 282
dil OU [ 4414 111 West Badcock Blvd.

Mulberry, FL 338680
ph: (863) 425-2021
dossfllorist@hotmail.com
wiww . dossflowers.com

Doss Flawer & &ift Shop
n o *Tioe™ us on
Facebook

wewrnr Focebooh/DoszFlowers
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DID YOU KNOW???

Florida is the #1 state for overseas visitors.
Florida is a top 5 state for manufacturing
jobs and a top 3 state for technology jobs.
We are #1 state for business startups and top
3 state for research and development funding
and patents issued.

Florida job creators are telling us:

73% have trouble recruiting qualified can-
didates, with over /2 of new hires requiring
additional skills training

58.4% anticipate need for reskillinglupskilling
current employees

What Florida job creators are telling us:

73% have trouble recruiting qualified
candidates, with over /2 of new hires
requiring additional skills training

58.4% anticipate need for
reskillinglupskilling current employees

Most Recent Metrics (Florida)

Florida surpasses pre-pandemic employment
levels (+357,000)

Unemployment Rate Fell to 2.7% (0.1% lower
than June, and down 1.8% from July 2021)
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INCREASING YOUR REVENUE ONLINE
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RECEIVE
IMPORTANT

ANNOUNCEMENTS! |
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UNDERSTAND YOUR MONEY

Is building your business keeping you up at night?

Need a helping hand?

Have questions and just want a straight answer?

Let Parrish & Parnish CPAs, PA. help vou understand your money!
We're a small business dedicated to meeting your small business needs.
Around here, you're not just a number, but our reighbor! Our roots run deep
in this community and it’s our pleasure to join with you 1n helping it thrive.

6700 S Flornida Ave, Ste 19 » Lakeland, FL 33813

863.709.8337 » www.parrishfinancial.com * info(@parrishepas.com
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SPOTLIGHT

TIM BIRRI

Meet Tim Birri one of our Chamber Ambassadors.

« Tim s with Edward Jones Investments since May 2020, previously
with Publix Super Markets for 35 years. Edward Jones, which turned
100 years in January 2022, is an associate-owned private partnership
with more than 50,000 associates with |.8 trillion in assets under
management. Our goal is to help meet the financial needs of individual

investors with personalized client service and carefully chosen quality

investments.

* The agency became part of the Chamber in June 202|

* What | like most about the Mulberry chamber is that itis a very active chamber within the
community. There are not only a lot of fun chamber activities, there is a great support for the
community and businesses. Being part of the chamber has helped educate me on local and county

events.

* The short time I've been there it seems like there is a family atmosphere. Everyone is helping
each other to achieve success while also looking to what is best for the community.

If you are interested in becominga chamber ambassador please contact Lisa Hall at Ihall@ritastaffing.com

Tk,
it

Family-Owned Compan
Proudly serving Central

Flofida since 1948
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o You're Invited!
Join us for a fun presentation with Royal Caribbean’s Kirk Diebold and
your Traveling Fedoras - featuring our hosted cruise, February 4, 2024
on the brand new Royal Caribbean Wonder of the Seas!
This hosted cruise includes EXCLUSIVE events, On Board Credit, gifts,
prizes, and SURPRISES!
Special bonus for those attending the event!

Space is limited, so please RSVP:
dknox@dreamvacations.com or 863-815-0995 (no text)
Presentation Date: February 25,2023 1:30-2:30
Presentation Location: My Office & More, Lakeland

Vacations...V-

Bob & Debbie Knox/Traveling Fedoras

Specializing in Ocean Cruises, River Cruises, All-Inclusive vacations!
You dream it, we make it happen!

863-815-0995
www.TravelingFedoras.com

" Dr. Kayla G. Wilkins
Better Hearing Starts el ey

WITH - _ Doctor of Audiology
Voted Best Audiologist
in Polk County

L
AS FEATURED IN:
Haven Magazine

Focus Magazine

HEARING & BALANCE

We Specialize In Connect With Us
- Diagnostic Hearing Evaluations 0: 863.646.3277 | F: 863.646.3299
- Hearing Aids info@aspirehearing.com | aspirehearing.com
- Cochlear Implant Evaluation and Programming 635 Mid-Florida Drive, Suite 2

- Tinnitus Evaluation and Management Lakeland, FL 33813
- Balance Assessments and Treatment Right Behind St. Luke’s

Health and Wellness Center
- Wax Removal =5

- 3-D Ear Scanning Follow us @aspirehearing
- Custom Hearing Protection 0O o

—————
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_ E\'ans & Hurlburt-C A

New Second Location
107 West Broadway Street, Suite A
Fort Meade, FL 33841

Fee Only Fiduciary Advisors specializing in:
¢ Personal Financial Planning

¢ Retirement Planning

¢ Estate Planning
Hurlburt Financial

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

Evans & Hurlburt CPA’ s, PA. ‘ Tax Strategies

863.701.9717

www.HurlburtFinancial.com
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NEW ATER MULBERR@
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The Greater Mulberry Chamber of Commerce would like to welcome the following new members. We
encourage you to stop by or somehow connect with them and give them a warm Mulberry welcome.

The Mortgage Firm Double M Audio
2020 Edgewood Drive South 3647 Dogwood Court
Lakeland Lakeland

863-512-3999

Contact: Candice Clark

The Mortgage Firm helps people make their
dream a reality. We have many different products
which can help people with downpayment
assistance to investors looking for new sources of
income. | would love to help you

Willow Oak School

4815 Bailey Road

Mulberry

863-943-6270

Contact: Michelle Townley

Willow Oak - Pre-K through 5th grade. Teachers
and support staff work diligently to provide a
challenging and loving educational experience
for all students. Proud to offer the first Early
Childhood Learning Center and Elementary

Agricultural program in Polk County public
schools.

Roost Realty Group

5304 South Florida Avenue ﬁ@-&é&‘
Lakeland Frauny
863-255-9130

Contact: Barbara Wiechmann

Serving the real estate needs of Polk County

for more than 20 years. Whether you're Buying
or Selling call Barb Wiechmann at 863-255-9130

Mulberry Chamber 10

404-791-4266

Contact: Melissa Moran

Melissa Moran is a voice over talent specializing in
commercials, e-learning, corporate VO, and has
narrated over 300 audiobooks. She’s also a certified
Life Coach who helps creative women design their
best life and hosts the podcast “The VO Mindset”

Valley Bank
427 South Florida Avenue Va | |e
Lakeland

BANK

863-581-8888

Contact: Stephanie Colon
Every Small Business has their plans.
Let’s talk about yours.

Call Stephanie Colon at 863.698.0569

RCMA (Redlands Christian Migrant Association)
4441 Academy Drive

Mulberry

863-425-9246

Contact: Dani Higgins

At RCMA, Non-profit assisting low-income and the
migrant farm working community with everything
from early childhood education, health care and
tablets for homework. We help both children and
parents.
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There's no place like
YOUR OWN home!

863-604-928¢

A e Invest
www.carlameeksrealtor.com
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‘Tis the season for the city is abuzz with holiday
happenings. On December 2nd, the city will
host its annual Christmas Tree Lighting program
followed by a cookie stroll. What’s better than
Christmas cheer and cookies?

On December 10th, the City will host its annual
Christmas Parade. This year’s theme is “Sounds of
the Season”. Floats, cars, and walking units will be
makig a joyful noise through the NE quadrant of
the city.

Christmas Village

December 10th « 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. » Spence Park

0 U=

A

Immediately following the parade will be the city’s
Christmas Village at Spence Park. Guests will enjoy
carriage rides, visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus, shop

with local vendors, and enjoy s’mores by a bonfire.

The Mulberry Cultural Center will host its eighth
annual “Merry and Bright” juried student art
exhibition. The artwork of talented local students
will be on display from December 8th through
January 6th.

The Mulberry Public Library received some
Christmas joy of their own by way of local UPS
stores. Annually, UPS locations participate in “Toys
for Tots Literacy Drive”. Three local UPS stores
(Imperial Lakes, Harden Blvd., and Lake Miriam)
were so successful in their fundraising drive that
they could choose an organization to be the

Mulberry Christmas
Tree Lighting and
Cookie Stroll

Dl

Downtown Muoalbore

M) [r1m
@

recipient. Angel Huckery (UPS employee and
chamber member) recommended the Mulberry
Public Library in recognition for their continued
outreach to children in the surrounding community.
All city staff would like to thank UPS for this
generous Christmas gift! Most importantly, the
books will be distributed at the library’s Storytime
with Santa on December [4th!

Decomber

Btory Time with Santa
Join us forour annual Christimas event
on December 18th, 2019 @ 3:30
. Mulberry Civic Center

. -

] -

(] -
The Mulberry Cultural Conter pegnts the

Wen' and @ng/zt

a juried lom-l student art showcase
December 8th - January 6th

[Eonkiestan diBunc hE xhi bl
December Bth

5:00 p.m - 7:00 p.m
All are welcome

00 ST CARAL STREET, AL STSNY
TREESENY - EATORDAT + 00 AN - 90 FIL
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PROUD TO SEF

is committed to providing outstanding service to our customers, with offices
located throughout Polk County, and our newest offices in Valrico and Dade City.
We are ready to show you why Citizens Bank
& Trust is the only name you need to know to achieve your financial goals.

863-225-1460  cirzens sank conrswien BB S5 Cirizens Bank & Tusr

FREED & ASSOCIATES, LLC
863-559-3786

clarke.freed@gmail.com
0
Tesum

Clarke Freed
Business Coach An independent certified coach, teacher and
speaker with the John Maxwell Team

“Helping you create the change you want for yourself and your business.”
D ELI C1OUWUS

¥ €3 Bonsey DONUTS

202 E. Canal Street ( )/ TZ%%"ZVMS‘&”S%

Mulberry, FI 33860 Saturday
Phone: (863) 943- 40 430 AM. - P.M.

THANK YOU
for supporting my business!

Tracie Carley
Independent Sr. Sa|eS DireCtor ‘ BREAKFAST ¢ CROISSANTS ¢ DONUTS ¢ BAGELS ¢ BISCUITS ¢ MUFFINS ¢ TURNOVERS ¢ EGGROLL
Marykay.com/tcarley R l "

(863) 738-0145
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(Options for Women Pregnancy Help Clinic is a non-profit medical
clinic serving patients in the Greater Lakeland community, We

have two locations in Lakeland, one in Bartow, and also serve
patients at the DREAM Center of Lakeland

Options for Women provides FREE medical services including
Pregnancy testing  *Ultrasounds  *5TD and HIV testing
%ptmns counseling *Post-sbortion healing program
*Sexual integrity program *Womens wellness program

N

FLORIDA

TECH GROUP

We can provide you with the technelogy to help make your

“Emd:ﬁm EHHEJ‘LEHHI]FLWH company more profitable, while reducing your stress.
4!EEE5tm|er1mS1ml.Hm H.Egn?!l]
Hours: Tues-Thurs, &:30 am. - 2pm. GIVE US A CALL TODAY!
4504 5. Flonda Avenue, Lakeland, F|.33513 | 86_3.860.5333

HuursWﬂ:DI]an-E{I]WLﬂ-I-FIISHan

DREAM Center of Laketand, 632 W. 5th Street, Lakeland, FL 33805
Hours: Mondays 10 am - 2 pm

BE3-36080 * ohwoptionsfonwomenphe.com i apfinsoryomenghe. com

THINK HEARING AIDS CAN A Untreated hearing loss affects

A more than just your hearing!

BE AFFORDABLE?
Deteviovating Health * Fulling

Zetw&ﬂe&y/m... g : z Dementia * Loss of Tncome
ﬁaaeopaon& ‘ y Depression * Anxiety

Community Funding® ‘.
* Leasing” : LY
* CareCredit Financing :
*  Wells Fargo Financing” it
We can even assist with transportatiéﬁ'i. o~

120 E Pine St, Suite 6, Lakeland FL 33801

HEAQINGCARE

3020 Lakeland Highlands Road, Lakeland
(863) 279-4812 » www.cfshc.org

* Must meet specfic criteria **Not valid with any other

to qualify. = ( - offers or insurance.

Mulberry Chamber |5



ACT

Environmental & Infrastructure
PROFESSIONAL CONTRACTING SERVICES

YOUR PARTNER IN
PROVEN PROJECT PERFORMANCE
WITH 35 YEARS OF INDUSTRY KNOWLEDGE
AVAILABLE TO SERVE YOU

WHAT DO WE DO?

« Remediation « Environmental &

. Emergency Response Occupational Health
« Industrial Services - Compliance

« Waste Management « Technical Solutions
« Disaster Response  Decontamination

“Providing solutions for your environmental needs since 1987.”

863.533.2000

Mulberry Chamber 16
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SUBIWAYg

214 E. CANAL ST., MULBERRY, FL 33860
(863) 943-5917

Drive Thru: Mon.-Sat. 5am-10pm, Sun. 6am-10pm
Dine-In: 7am-10pm daily

SUBWAY® is a Registered Trademark of Subway IP Inc. ©2016 Subway IP Inc. SUBTAM-16154

% BUYAGB-INCH SUB OR 6-INCH FLATBREAD WITH
Mﬁ = A21OZ.DRINKAND GETANOTHER 6-INCH SUB
T :‘:‘-_- OF EQUAL OR LESSER PRICE FOR FREE!

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS | ONLY VALID AT 214 E. CANAL ST., MUBERRY, FL 33860

Additional charge for extras. Plus tax where applicable. May not be combined with any other offers, discount cards or coupons. Must be surrendered at time of purchase. No cash value.
One coupon per customer per visit. Void if transferred, sold, auctioned, reproduced or altered. suBwAY® s a Registered Trademark of Subway IP Inc. ©2016 Subway IP Inc. SUBTAM-16154

o StateFarm

Michell Githens
Agent

We would like to
welcome
Charlotte Hudson
our new
Sales & Marketing
Representative

595 West Main Street

Bartow, FL 33830

Bus 863.533.8119 Fax 863.804.0973
www.githensinsurance.com

NMLS MB #11089 NMLS MLO #387069 MLO License #L06148

Walk in, Mail in, Call in, Click in © D) (O (KRB

Banking for
what's next.

N SouthState

4719 S. Florida Avenue | Lakeland, FL

863.648.0900 | SouthStateBank.com Miglger

= SERVPRO*
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Your Local Mulberry

Real Estate Professionals

S/

SERVICEYOU DESERVE « PEOPLEYOU T'RUST

407 N. Church Avenue, Mulberry

Kathy & Paul Chalue
863.582.1109

*Free Comparative Market Analysis

*Professional Photography included
*Proven Results for Buying and Selling
* A committed team with

100% guarantee of service

Mulberry Chamber 19
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2oz » HOSTING MIXERS
el CHAMBER EVENTSAREA - CHAMBER BREAKFASTS
X GREAT WAY TO GET YOUR » FUNDRAISING EVENTS
| @) BUSINESS IMPORTANT » DIRECTORY ADS
S E NAME RECOGNITION » ANNUAL DINNER
@
% =
2 g FOR MORE INFORMATION
g CONTACT THE CHAMBER OFFICE
: (863)425-4414
=
< %we lthe @2&‘6&
=
g December 14 - Chamber Breakfast - 8am - 9am Mulberry Civic Center
THURSDAY Sponsored by ACT Doors open at 7:30
January 18 - Chamber Breakfast - 8am - 9am Mulberry Civic Center
Sponsored by TBA Doors open at 7:30
January 21 - Annual Dinner - 6pm - 10pm - Hilton Garden Inn
February 15 - Chamber Breakfast - 8am - 9am Mulberry Civic Center
I - & § Sponsored by TBA Doors open at 7:30
g2B 32
i— g0 é’ ; March 15 - Chamber Breakfast - 8am - 9am Mulberry Civic Center

Sponsored by TBA Doors open at 7:30

RITA
STAFFING

« Clerical

« Light Industrial

= Professional

Placements P

BEST IN CENTRAL
FLORIDA SINCE 2016

®E63-646-5021 WA RITASTAFFING . COM
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